Glandore Motor Boat Club (GMBC) – Safety Statement
1. Our Commitment to Safety
Glandore Motor Boat Club is committed to promoting safe, responsible, and respectful motor‑boating within Glandore Harbour and surrounding waters. All members, guests, and event participants must follow this Safety Statement and the rules set out by Cork County Council Harbour Bye‑Laws, the Department of Transport, and the RNLI/Irish Coast Guard.
GMBC’s goal is to ensure:
· Safe operation of all powered craft
· Protection of all harbour users
· Respect for the environment and wildlife
· Clear communication and emergency readiness
2. General Rules of Motor‑Boating
· Operate your vessel at a safe speed at all times, especially near moorings, swimmers, kayakers, and small craft.
· No wake zones must be respected — particularly inside Glandore Harbour and the Union Hall channel.
· The kill cord must be worn at all times when operating a RIB or outboard-powered vessel.
· All vessels must be seaworthy, insured, and carry the required safety equipment.
· Alcohol or drugs must never be consumed by anyone in control of a vessel.
· Maintain proper lookout at all times — be aware of swimmers, divers, paddleboards, and sailing dinghies.
· Navigation lights must be used correctly during low visibility or after sunset.
3. Right‑of‑Way Rules (Simplified for Harbour Use)
These rules help prevent collisions and ensure predictable behaviour on the water:
Power vs. Sail
· Sailing vessels have right‑of‑way over powered vessels, except when they are overtaking.
Overtaking
· Any vessel overtaking another must keep clear, regardless of vessel type.
Crossing Situations
· When two powered vessels cross, the vessel with the other on its starboard (right) side must give way. “If the other boat is on your right, you must keep clear.”
Head‑On
· Both vessels should alter course to starboard (right) to pass safely.
Restricted Manoeuvrability
Give way to:
· RNLI lifeboats
· Coast Guard vessels
· Fishing boats hauling gear
· Vessels constrained by draft
4. Being Responsible on the Water
GMBC expects all members to demonstrate responsible behaviour:
· Show respect to all harbour users — sailors, kayakers, swimmers, fishermen, and visiting boats.
· Avoid excessive noise, wake, or behaviour that could cause damage or distress.
· Keep a safe distance from wildlife, seals, and nesting birds.
· Ensure children onboard wear properly fitted lifejackets.
· Maintain your vessel — poor maintenance is a major cause of incidents.
· Follow marshal instructions during club events without delay.
5. Environmental Responsibility
· Never discard litter or fuel/oil into the water.
· Use spill‑proof fuel containers.
· Avoid disturbing wildlife or sensitive shoreline areas.
· Report any pollution or hazards to the Safety Officer or Harbour Master.
6. Emergency Procedures
In any emergency:
1. Stay calm
2. Ensure everyone is wearing lifejackets
3. Call for help immediately
4. Provide clear location details (use landmarks or GPS)
5. Follow instructions from the RNLI or Coast Guard
7. RNLI & Coast Guard Emergency Contact Details
Irish Coast Guard / RNLI Emergency Number: 📞 112 or 999 Ask for “Coast Guard”
Local RNLI Station:
· Baltimore RNLI Lifeboat Station
· Covers Glandore, Union Hall, and surrounding waters
VHF Marine Channels:
· Channel 16 (Distress & Calling)
· Channel 12 (Local Harbour Operations)
· Channel 11 (Irish Coast Guard)
8. GMBC Safety Officer Contact
Safety Officer: Sean O’Regan Phone: 0862597023 __________________________________________ VHF (Event Channel): _____________________________

